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INTRODUCTION

The Trip Generation Manual is a collection of information about vehicular traffic that is
generated by different land uses. This information is based on studies made to determine how
many vehicles enter and exit a site devoted to a particular land use.

The process for a typical trip generation study includes a selection of several (usually four to
seven) sites that can be categorized as having the same land use. Next, data regarding various
characteristics of these sites is collected. Data collection varies according to the specifics of the
subject land use. The collected data could include several different physical parameters
attributed to the subject site such as location, lot size, structure size, number of employees, and
other units of interest. Individual sites are isolated and traffic counters are placed at every
entrance and exit point of these sites. The traffic counts are taken for a period of up to seven
days. The results of these counts are compiled to determine daily and peak hour trip generation
rates per the independent variable(s) for the subject use. Depending on the specific land use, the
independent variable(s) may be square feet, acre, number of employees, dwelling units, rooms,
etc. Additional data include the proportion of trips made in the morning and afternoon peak
periods and the proportion of peak trips that entered and exited the sites.

The trip generation rates presented in this manual are the result of trip generation studies made
by the City of San Diego, the San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG), the Institute
of Transportation Engineers (ITE), and other qualified sources. Where possible, local data was
used. A task force made up of staff from the City of San Diego, SANDAG, and private
consultants was created to provide input into the formation of this manual.

This manual includes the following information:

TABLE
NO. DESCRIPTION
1 Trip Generation Rate Summary - This table includes rates or formulas for the

calculation of driveway and cumulative trip generation rates (see Appendix A for
definitions). It also includes percentage of trips for AM and PM peak hours. The
proportion of trips entering and exiting the sites during the peak hours are also
provided.

2 Regional Shopping Center - Studies show that the trip generation rate for a Regional
Shopping Center depends on its size. However, since this relationship is not discrete,
the trip generation rate for a Regional Shopping Center is represented as a logarithmic
formula. The formula reflects that the number of trips do not increase proportionally
to increases in the size of the Regional Shopping Center. Table 2 includes the
calculated driveway and cumulative trip generation for selected sizes of Regional
Shopping Centers.



TABLE
NO.

DESCRIPTION

Commercial Office - Similar to Regional Shopping Centers, a logarithmic formula is
used to determine the trip generation of office buildings. The formula calculates the
trip generation rates that increase at a slower rate than the increase in the size of the
Commercial Office. Trip generation for selected sizes of Commercial Offices is
presented in this table.

Additional Trip Generation Rates - The trip generation rates obtained based on
limited data for several specific land uses are included in Table 4. In absence of other
information available, these rates may be used as a reference for a similar land use
elsewhere.

Centre City Cumulative Trip Generation Rates - The trip generation rates in the
Centre City area are generally lower than the rates elsewhere in the city. This is due
to higher share of mass transit in mode split, high density of land use, high proportion
of “walk” trips, parking availability, and parking costs.

Centre City Trip Generation Look-Up Table - The logarithmic formulas for
Regional Shopping Centers and Commercial Offices in Centre City are calculated for
selected sizes.

Facilities Financing - The trip generation rates for the purpose of fee collection
toward financing the required infrastructure are in this table.

Appeal Process:  The procedure to appeal a particular trip rate is included in the last

section.

Appendices: General terms, physical land use parameters, definition of land use

categories for trip generation purposes, and the City's land use zones are
provided in the appendices.

Other Resources: Two other useful publications that assist in project traffic impact analysis

are: the City's Traffic Impact Study Manual, prepared by the Transportation
Development Section, Development Services Department; and the City’s
Street Design Manual. Both publications may be obtained from the Records
Section of the Development Services Department, 1222 First Avenue,
second floor.

TABLES 1-6 [NO CHANGE IN TEXT]
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APPEAL PROCESS

The trip generation rates in this manual may be appealed if the proposed project is unique and
does not conform to the land uses in the City's Trip Generation Manual. A trip generation study
of similar sites must be conducted by a registered traffic engineer. The study method must be
approved in advance by the City before the study may be conducted.

Prior to conducting a trip generation study, the consultant must meet with the City's
Transportation Development Section of the Development Services Department to discuss the
appeal. The purpose of the meeting is to decide if it is appropriate to have a separate trip rate for
the particular land use in question, and if so, how the trip generation study is to be conducted.
The methodology must be approved by the Transportation Development Section in advance of
the trip generation study.

A study of several sites is typically required for the trip generation study. Typically four study
sites are desired. All study sites and procedures must be approved by the Transportation
Development Section in advance. The studies will require a twenty-four-hour machine count at
each driveway site for a minimum of two days. Additional days, or specific days of the week,
may be required depending on the land use being studied.

Once the sites and the procedures have been approved, the data collection may begin. The
completed field count data would then be submitted to the Transportation Development Section
with a summary of the proposed trip generation rate for the studied land use. This data should be
supplemented with an explanation of why the proposed trip generation rate should be used
instead of the City's trip generation rate.

The Senior Traffic Engineer of the Transportation Development Section will review and
comment on the trip generation study. If approved, the consultant may use the new trip
generation rate for the traffic study of the project with unique character. The Transportation
Development Section will inform the Facilities Financing Section and the Transportation
Planning Division when a new rate is approved for the studied land use.
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APPENDICES

A. DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL TERMS
. PHYSICAL LAND USE PARAMETERS

. DEFINITION OF LAND USE CATEGORIES
FOR TRIP GENERATION PURPOSES

. CITY'S LAND USE ZONES

APPENDICES A-D [NO CHANGE IN TEXT]





